Small Craft Rental Center
A small craft rental center located in Petaluma’s downtown Turning Basin

would quickly become a fixture on the Petaluma waterfront. Not
only would the business provide much needed boat rentals
on the Petaluma River, but it would become an

integral part of the community; complementing

Petaluma’s recreational and educational

resources through an offering of classes,

camps, and a variety of boating
promotions and events.

An entirely dock-based facility situated in the

northwest corner of the basin would provide the most
cost effective means of bringing small craft rentals

to the community. There is space for up to 180 feet
of low dock, just right for small craft and the people

who power them. The docks would be deep, up to 16

feet wide, with a visual feast of colorful small craft of
every shape and size, color and type, lining the back
of the dock and on racks to safely store them.

Is there a small craft rental center in Petaluma’s
future? PSC3 summer camp students having fun in
the Turning Basin with the proposed rental location in
background. Photo: Greg Gorsiski

Near the existing gangway and commercial docks would be a small picturesque floating building—it

says boathouse--just big enough for a small office with a phone and computer, and room for staff to
sit out of the sun. There’s room for a small bathroom, possibly a shower (maybe outside) for rinsing
off after a dunk in the river. Finally, plenty of storage for oars and paddles, and life jackets too. Just

outside, there would be plenty of comfortable benches or chairs for people to simply sit and watch the
boats and the basin and life on the river—or wait for the water taxi to pick them up.
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What is in the works

The Petaluma Small Craft Center Coalition (PSC3) has begun initial research and planning for the
small craft rental center with a goal to have all studies completed by spring of 2011.
How can you help?
Fundraising

Grantwriting

Volunteer help in areas of business planning, permitting, architecture, and construction.
Lead Agency

Petaluma Small Craft Center Coalition (PSC3)
Project Partners
City of Petaluma

Others to be determined
Whom to contact:

Contact Greg Sabourin at gjsabourin@aol.com
or by phone at (707) 293-3685.
Cost estimate (2010$)

Docks.........................................................$100,000

Rental Office & Storage................................$50,000
Rental Boat Fleet........................................$100,000
Total Cost...................................................$250,000

June 2010: 4th Annual Day on the River. If we build a
small craft rental center in Petaluma, every day can
be a “day on the river” for everyone. Photo: Nicholas
Goulden

For details see

Visit PSC3.org to read more and join PSC3’s efforts to improve
river access through on-the-water programming and the building of
a small craft rental center and a community boathouse.

Join us in setting a course for improved
river access to the Petaluma River
and a more vibrant community. Photo:
Nicholas Goulden
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