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The Petaluma Small Craft Center hopes to
open a rental center in the Turning Basin.

Spend some time on the Petaluma River
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The recreational opportunities on the Petaluma
River are almost limitless. Kayaking, canoeing,
sailing, stand up paddle boarding and rowing
are just a few of the options.

The obvious first step to enjoying any of these
activities is being able to get on the water, but
limited access points to the river have made
doing so a challenge.

Now, thanks to the Petaluma Small Craft
Center, two new facilities are being planned that will dramatically improve access to
the river: a small craft rental center and community boathouse.

PSCC, a nonprofit organization dedicated to improving access to the Petaluma River
for human-powered watercraft, is one of the partner organizations working on the
implementation and funding strategy for Petaluma Water Ways, the latest
manifestation of the city's Petaluma River Access and Enhancement Plan.

“As part of Petaluma Water Ways, access to the river was identified as one of the
biggest problems,” says Greg Sabourin, a spokesperson for PSCC. “Our main effort
right now is building a small craft rental center which will get everyone on the water,
not just the young and fit.”

To help achieve that goal, PSCC received a grant in April for $52,000 from the
Community Foundation of Sonoma County that will provide seed funding for the
development of a small craft rental center.

According to Sabourin, “The grant has allowed us to assemble a team of top notch
planners, engineers and architects that will make sure the rental center meets local
zoning and state permit codes, and will produce drawings that can be taken to city
planning.”

The rental center, which the PSCC will operate, will be located in the northwest
corner of the downtown Petaluma Turning Basin nearby the Riverside Bistro
restaurant. It will be an entirely dock-based facility somewhere between 160 to 180
feet in length. It will include a small floating office, a restroom facility and chairs for
spectators. In addition to renting pedal boats, rowing shells, and all types of small
craft right on the river, Sabourin says “it will be a huge community resource” that
offers camps, classes, events and educational opportunities.

“We hope by the end of summer to have the design and engineering work done so we
can show the public what it will look like. Best case scenario is that it would be
completed by fall 2013 and realistically open 2014,” Sabourin said.
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The total cost of the project is estimated to be between $250,000 and $350,000 and
the balance of funds will be raised through additional grants, sponsorships and
donations from individuals and businesses, said Sabourin.

It was a shared vision of a second facility, a community boathouse, that originally
brought various clubs, river-related businesses and river advocates together to form
PSCC, and that continues to be a long-term goal for the organization. The boathouse
will provide the public with water access, showers, educational and meeting spaces,
boat storage and the opportunity for boating clubs to expand their programs and
community outreach.

“We have a site in mind but we have to work with state agencies,” said Sabourin. One
potential site is a swath of riverside land that the state has taken into ownership near
a proposed Basin Street Properties development, near the junction of Highway 101
and the Petaluma River. “Once the project is announced, it will be a five to seven
year, multi-million dollar project,” Sabourin said.

“But we are much farther along than before. Once we get the details worked out, we
will be eager to spread the good word.”

(Contact Colleen Rustad at argus@arguscourier.com)
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